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Artificial Stones by Hattori Choshichi and Method of Construction : (12)
Artificial Stone Structures as Industrial Heritage, Old Headworks at Meiji Irrigation Canal Suddenly Appeared
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In Memory of Professor Akira Oita
ISHIDA Shoji /A H 1Ei&
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On June 22, 2022,
Mrs. Yukiko Oita sent |

ing us of Professor |
Akira Oita’s passing. |

I first met Prof. |
Oita in Munich in the

Prof. Oita at TICCIH2015

summer of 1990. Since
then, Prof. Oita and I were close for 30 years through
his participation in the Industrial Archaeology Society
and the TICCIH Conference.

Prof. Oita was born in 1949 in Takarazuka City, Hyogo
Prefecture in Japan. Prof. Oita went on to become a
researcher after working at the Faculty of Economics,
Keio University. His specialty was social history of tech-
nology, industrial heritage research, and museology.

When he was in graduate school, he studied abroad in
Germany and became a visiting researcher at the Deu-
tsches Museum in Munich.

After graduating from graduate school, he was a prof-
essor at Tamagawa University, University of Marketing
and Distribution Science, St. Andrew’s University, Shizu
oka University of Art and Culture, and Atomi University.

Prof. Oita first participated in the TICCIH conference
at the 3rd conference in Sweden in 1978 while studying
in Germany. Since then, he has participated 14 times,
from the 5th Boston-Lowell Tournament to the 17th Con-
ference in Santiago, Chile in 2018. During this time, he
was the TICCIH Japan representative from 2000 to 2015.

He probably attended the TICCIH conference numero-
us times. It left an impression on me that Prof. Oita was
always making people laugh with his light humor while
holding a smoking pipe in one hand.

Prof. Oita and I (Ishida) had long wanted to hold the
TICCIH conference in Japan. In 2005, the Aichi Expo was
held in Aichi Prefecture. In order to liven up the Aichi
Expo, various events were planned as related to the
Expo. It took a lot of money to hold an international con-
ference. Prof. Oita and I (Ishida) held close meetings with
the persons in charge in Aichi Prefecture and Nagoya

City. We succeeded in gaining the sponsorship of Nagoy
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a City and Aichi Prefecture, and at the 2003 TICCIH
Moscow Conference, we proposed to have Japan hold a
future conference, and this was approved. The TICCIH
Intermediate Conference 2005 in Nagoya/Aichi was held
at the Nagoya Congress Center from July 6th to 8th,
2005. Prof. Oita was the greatest contributor to the
success of this conference.
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